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REGIONAL ARTS AND CRAFTS 
Statement by Member for Stirling 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Stirling) [12.55 pm]:  People in the city often have the strange notion that what exists 
outside Perth’s boundaries is some sort of vast cultural desert.  How wrong could they be?  I have been fortunate 
to attend many cultural exhibitions around my electorate and am constantly amazed by the exceptional quality 
and volume of work produced by artists and crafts men and women in the great southern region.  Although we, 
quite rightly, put a lot of emphasis on promoting our wonderful wineries and natural landscapes as tourist 
attractions, we must not ignore the efforts of our regional artists and the opportunities they present to locals and 
visitors to see great art on show, as well as the reason they give people to visit the great southern. 

Exhibitions such as the recent re-muster of local artists and crafts men and women must be acknowledged as 
making a significant cultural contribution to our regional communities.  These, along with other initiatives such 
as the Kendenup and Plantagenet art prizes and the Art in the Park exhibition earlier this year, help to generate 
interest both within and outside the region.  The re-muster of artists was an exhibition in follow-up to the very 
successful Brumby Roundup that was held at the Vancouver Arts Centre in July.  The event was very successful 
and clearly demonstrated the breadth of talent in regional Western Australia, and the great southern in particular. 

Producing great art is one thing, but showcasing that work to the public and getting people excited about it 
requires a lot of hard work.  I congratulate Linda Morrison and her team of supporters for the efforts they are 
making to put regional art on the map. 
 


